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WHO CAN EXPLAIN THIS STRANGE

«“Qld Sleuth,” «0ld Cap Collier,” Chief of Detectives McClusky, Ex-Chief of Detectives 0'Brien and Howard Fielding Write to the Journal Giving»Thcir'Theorics of the Grave Robbery
¥ " at Millville, N. J., Where Mrs. Phoebe Tilton’s Body Was Removed, Stripped of Its Clothes, Dragged Through the Woods in a Soaking Rain, and Then
Slashed Open and the Heart, Lungs and Stomach Taken Out.
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little graveyard next door to his home at Millville, N, J,, known as Mount Pleasant Cemetery. Peering out
into the bright moonlight, he saw two black silhouetted flgures apparently at work at one of the graves In
the cemetery. At the same instant the two grewsome characters saw Bell, extingulshed their lantern and disap-

! T midnight, Saturday, November 6, James Bell, & driver, was awakened by strange sounds that came from the

And yet, In splte of all this detail, not' a golitary elew could be found to indicate who was guilty of this frightful
deed. There waa nothing even to indicate a particular motive, and every line of investlgation to discover something
of this sort has failed utterly.

The day the bedy was discovered an ax stolen from the residence of Jamies Savres, who lives near the cemetery,

pearad.

ago, had been torn open,

those footprints was & woman's.
The persons who had tzken Mrs Tllton's body,

ternal organs removed,

el
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GRIME GOMMITTED TO HIDE A GRIME,

~ SAYS GHIEF DETEGTIVE M'GLUSKY.

,THB crime stands ont as one of the most horrible grave deseorations that fhe
worll has ever koown.
. Asspming that all of the attendant cirenmstances ns to the fnding of the

. opened gtave, the broken coffin, nnd iater the mutilated body -are true In detall, the
first clew that would appenl to me woulll be that of revenge andl hitred,

When the niame plate was torn from the eoffin and sent to the husband, it
jl_‘t have been the work of & hand prompted by hatred or revenge.

Had fhe woman a lover after she was cust of by ber famlly—was there any
‘one s desply mttached to her that his passlon so maddened him that nothing short
_ of the mutilation of the remains of the objeet of his love conld satisfy him?

* . Criminal history records many instances where to satisfy the trend of a mind
perverted 'slmost  beyond the comprebension of more riutionial wminds, acts were com-
W worse than this. Cdesar, when Mary Martin’s 'body lay cold In death,
m his eleaver and gashed hpr side horribly, When I asked him why he did it, he
‘replled: 'Berausa I loved her so.'
= m?umn: case, in San Francisco, shows that, having murdered Blanche Lin-
w Purrant, for the fiendish pleasare of eutting, cut and slashed his vletims to
.m the craving which dominated him,
~ “This linp prompts the ldea that perchance the women was baloved of some one
mnd desire to possess her beart, léd him to commit the crime regardless of

The stealing of the stomach and other organs would lead to the susplelon that
woman might have dled as the resnlt of polsen, and, whet these murmurs bnd
 yoleed, mutilation was the only way to hlidé evidedners of the first erime.
The woman's change of shode after she was taken 1ll; the fact that no physldlan
gummonod to treat her; her ascqoalnd ances and the life she led, all prompt the
of foul play—dot that she was one whose end wonld mean much to her last as-
s, but to her family, fyem whom she was estranged—all must be taken Into
tlon and thoroughly sifted.
.~ The nams plate was gent to the hushond some time before the hody was mutl-
 Isted, Was this fact k:nm before the last act of vandallsm, and was an Investlgn-
. made then?
'Who bad the woman removed during her last {llness, and by whose orders?
pdy was Interested in her mavements—was it a relatlve whose desire for re

m llfde for the moment the many theorles whlch the printed detalls sug-
mre though they be, yet It would seem to me that & crime was committed
n..eﬂ:u that the remains of the onfortunate Wwoman were mutilated to bide a

THEORY OF STEFPHEN O’BRIEN EX-
CHIEF OF DETECTIVES.

ROM the detalls of the grave robbery at Millyllle, which I have read oniy In the

Irlt reports as given in the Jonrnal, It I8 not ensy to form a theory regarding

o the deed; but as I see it now there is une ery p!awble theory which suggests
Itself to me.

. It secms to have been the chief object of thnu who commjtted the crime to get

'-mm of the organs of the body. It was very llkely thelr first plan to take the

body from the grousd, cut oot the organs, and then rebury the coffin and the mutll-

gted. trring to cover up =il signs of thelr night's work so that no ons might be

- the wiser. But this plan was spolled by the sppenrance of James Bell upon hla froat

His knowladge of thelr presence In the graveyard made them fear diseovery, so
M ‘hound not to be cheated In the matu thing for which they had come, the ghouls
ad mu work as qulekly as possible, and In any manner, to olitaln the hegrt and
ol_llll!-

. Tha reason for wishing to get pemlnn. of these organs was most llkely to sub-
them to chemlical examination. It is possible that some friends or relatives of
Tilton became suspiclous regarding the wmanner of her death; but, not carlng to
ta thelr susplelons generally known, 88 they would have to In order to have the
r exhumead and a post mortem examination made secording to the forms of law,
d took it opon themselves to make a private examination.

- '_~ result of thelr examlination showed proof to jnstify the suspicions they had
ﬂuy could resort to whateéver mesns they wished to mete out justlee to the one
w had dealt foully with Mrs, Tilton.
have suffered the tnint which a widespread suspicion alwnys gives.

!ﬂﬂs].n. of course, & very Maphazard theory. T am very busy sg witness In the
“trial, and cannot give this mystery the time and thought It deserves for a treat-
"o _ndlt such'as you wish. If I were anthe seene of the erfme andsis touch with every
detull my theory woild perhaps sec very saperficial, ag, indeed, it must be from the
|_ tlu !hu heen able’to give fo lt. It ds, however, the oniy theory which xim-
ae \ STHFHEN O'BRIEN,
Mu Ghlet m Mu New York Mu.

f‘ _r.'

The next day it was discoversd that the grave of Mre. Phoebe Tilton, who had died and been burled four months
The coffin had been smashed and the body was missing.

) of the grave shroud the missing body was traced through & hoele in the cemetery fence to a pateh of woods not far markings signified s a mystery,
away. Here the body was dlseovered, and with the discovery was revealéd the fact that the feel of the dead woman
3 was tied up by the same torn shroud, the fragments of which; with the footprints;, had given the clue. And one of her husband and children, who adored her.

after dragging it to the spot where It was discovered, had divested
it of all clothing. Then, evidently with an instrument which they knew how to use, they cut the body straight down
the middla from the thorax to the pelvie bone, removing most of the internal organs,
care and precision with which thes task was accomplished evidenced & master hand. The breast bone and the front
portion of the pelvic hone were cut asunder at their centr al Hnes.
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It thele suspiclons proved unfounded, no one |

was found standing in a log by the cemetery, There were indlcations of its
but no explanation can be glven of Its presence where It wads found,
event workmen had noticed mysterious markings on a fence post which stood near Mrs, Tliton's grave. What these
That they represented something is certain.

By the aid of footprints and bits

They were no bunglers, for the IBySIery.

ex-Chief of Detectives, and also the
dotective of fietion; "0Old Cap. Coliier,”

vellously intricate detective plots are famous.

The heart was torn from ils place and other in-

HOE GO BOEEIG HABEE DSBS Bt SsGae @

Mrs. Tilton's history was dramatie. She was one of the handsamest women in Millville.
She had been unfortunste ever singe,
clreumstances forced her to keep house for a man and his son, named Loder.
found dying in the house of a neighbor named Lupker.

In spite of the best efforts of local authorities and the New York raeporters the matter remains an unfathomable
In view of the apparent and lrreconcilable and wnintelligible ciroumetances of the crime, the Jowrnal has
sought the best Intelligence of Captain MeClusky, Chlef of Detectives of the
imaginative
the famous writer of detective stories, and “Howard Fielding,™

having heen used by the grave raobbers,
It was also discovercd that a week before the

e

Years ago she left
Two years sgo }'uar distressing
She was taken sick there, but was

)
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Yorlkk FPolice; 8Stephen O'Brien,
“Old Sleuth,” the widely known
whose mar-

New
and creative faculties of
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Howard Fielding Thinks the Ghoul Is a Blackmailer.

THE body of Mrs. Phaehe Tiltol was tarn from its grave In' the !_iI_iI‘le]Ie’ (N. 1) cemetery early on the morning of Sundny,
Nov, 7. It was shockingly mutliated, and sdme of the +ital organs were removed. The detalls of the crime
are set forth elsewhere on this page.

Ountrar~d publie sentiment demands to know who a1d It; hut n question equally puzziing !5 this: Why was iy done? 'The
patural answer is that s frightened murderer thus removed the evidences of the erime, Let us suppose that ler desth involved
a murder. What dpes the crime reveal concerning the eriminnl?

Mrts, Tilton seems to have dled in bed. Next day a competent physleian, examing the hody found no evldence of any but &
nntural denth. Certalnly therewwas no slgn of violence.

Ittt was o orlme If was shrewdly amnd successfully done.
true artist

Let us turn to the pext Ineldent.

Four monihs after Mrs, Tlton's death ber body was rudely torn from the grave.
tess blows. The corpse wns voughly dragged out of the cemetery; the zeave clothes were torn o tatters; the bady Wits
badly mutilated and certain. of tlie Internal organs weré careled awny. No attempt was made to bide the deed. The body wits
left whers It lay when the ghastly work was done; the ax with which the mutilation had beep in part accompiished wis loft
sticking In a tree. Bvery detall was open, shameless, wiifully shocking, '

i Supposing still that Mrs, Tilton's death was a murder, ¢an any one see the same hand In the two crlmea‘ Conil the person
who managed her death so skilfnlly even bave heen an ndviser in the later deed? Certainly not.. He would have taken hep
from the grave, and o one in Millvile would have Enpwn thar she was gone.

Then the grave rohbery was not done by a murderer fearfnl even of & burled seeret. By whom was it done? Somp say
by one who suspected the murder. and teok nway the vital organs that he might search for evidenees of polson. Hxamine
that theory. Whet conld such a person do with the evidence [f he found (£? Of what ealue wonld it be? Suppose he oould
produce to-day the bodlly parts loaded with poison, wonld anybody- belleve he had not put It there? Could he even frighten
any person I that way? Impossible, .

Thls grave robbery hag ot destroyed evidencs of gulit; it has destroyeﬂ evidence af Innoeenece,

Tt has left the dlrect proof thar Mre, Titon dled a naturtl death upon the word of one man—the phyeicion,

Xdt It has proven to any tralned and candld ming that the woman was not miurdered. Put the grave robbery beside
the murder, and the murder vanlshes,

But the grave robbery has strengthened the position of any person who might have In his possesslon a it of evidence
which could be twisted into an Instrument of blackmall or reévenge, but would huave been useleas In the face of the testl-
mony that the wretched corpse Itself could have furnished.

The concluslon then would be that Ms, Titon dled o natursl death; that her grave was robbed by one who wished to use
some Dit of information—probably worthless—to revenge himself ppon a person who had been interested in the unbappy
woman, and might pay a small sum to have her wrelched memory pass from the winds of meén.

The only eriminals In this case, then, are tlose who robbed the.grave. Who were they? The tracks in the soft earth
revenl a strong, heavily built man, who went ahout his grim werk ruthlessly; nnﬂ a companion, small, llght, pervons, afraid
to touch the body after it had been ripped from Its coffin.

The body was dragged, not lifted, though thm were two at thu grave. 'The. tht steps rin timidly along beside the
heavy tread. A woman, perhapg. |

Let the authorities look for a man and a woman, The man: may hive some sllzht medlcal knowledge, though a buteher
could have done the work as well. It requived rather brotality thon wkill, Phese people should be sought near the scene
of the erime, but among those who best knew Mirs, Tilton's early listory, and the charncters and clrenmstances of those to
whom her conduct hud brought grief and ghame.
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THEFT OF THE ORGANS THE BEST
CLEW, SAYS “OLD SLEUTH.”

LD SLIEUTH. the famous writer of detective stories;, who ls less well known sy

O II. ', Hplgex, had this to say of the Millville teagedy: “From the account
aof the grave robbery, which T rend most horrviedly, I consider: It one of the
most mysterlong erlhies of imabhy years.

“rthere ate o hall dogen motlves which might be gssigned for the deed, any oneof
whleh would very kel prave false npon Investigation. T8 plek out the rlght motive
would requlte more tlme and thiught than 1 cipipessibly spare from my feghlar
work., The theoretieal golution of thls ost unusual problem Is worth the most eare-
ful study, and I would want to biinz my whole mind to bene upon (. In drder
to do this I should have to take mysel! entrely from the eavironment of my pres-
ent dutles, which T cannot aford (o do.

“On the fnt-o of the watier It would geem that vengeance could nof bave been the
motive for this fenrful erime, anr, favther, At wonld deem that I a motive be found
atonll, the clpw that will Tend 1o it Is the fnet that the Heare and some other organs
of the lmdy wers carpled dwiay"

“OLD GAF. GOLLIER” THINKS IT THE
AGT OF A WOMAN.

T l§ not an elisy matter to attempt to formulate a themy In regard to the motive
of the ghonls for desecrating the grave of Mrs. Phiebe Tilton, of Millville, No J.
from reading the neswspiper reports, and witheut having mnde & personnl ins

vestigntinn of the chise. .

There are many phases of this per-ul!nr erime which have not been made clear In
the reports and which a IT(‘LLLIi\t‘ analy st wonld like to be conversant with before
he veutirefl fo expross an oplnfon, I am familinr with the eouniry round about Mil-
ville, and since reading the account of the woman's Jife And the desoription of the
manner in which the erime was committed, and knowliz something of the char-
acter of the people among whom she lived, several theorfes have heen suggested ta
my wind, g0 that it wonld be somwwhat reckless for me to suy positively whieh
one f8 corroct, dlthough T am Inclined to think that the notive was revenge.

The attempt made to rob the prave s$ix weeldigo, the wrenehing off of the name
plate from the coffin, the mnlling of it to the lLosband of the swoman, the horrible
mangling of the body and the evident intentlon of the gliouls to leave 1t Ina pluce
where It would sopn be dlseavered and a sensatlon crented, impressed me with the
faet thay it was the work of some person or persons who desired to bring d_l;:srgqn
upon the woman’ ‘s famlly, and In {hat way scek revenge for some imaglned or real
wrolg the person who luaplred and planned ge erime constdered had been com-
mitteld sgainst Wlm or her by some meémber of the Titon family.

1t fs stated that small footprivts were found In the sand at, the zravesiile, nnd
this has led to the hellef that ome of the ghonls was & woman, The mokt horrible
erinits have been concoeted and perpetroted by women. This erime tispinys pecn-

Hup flendlshness; and thers are cortain peseulinvities aboni it which lend me (o hé-

Heve that a woman hodl @ Hand In i, and, perbaps, planned all the defudis.

A few yeurs ago 4 erlme resembling this In neprly all lts phoses was comml‘tt&j@j
near Paris, Franee. Jacques Vibert, 1 think the man's nnnie was, had been sep-
arated from his wife for & number of yenrs. The woman, ke Mrs, Titon, saulk
lower und lower, until ghe became the associate of & ging of low ‘raffians,  She died
#and was buried in the potter's field.

Jaeqnes, after he'had turned his wife ont of ‘doors, beeame Infatusted with a
young woman, and led her to belleve thnt e would mirey by as soon os his wife
died. Before the dedth of Mmd Vitiert, Jueques fieed of hig midtress; a violent
quartel oceurred hetween the pair and they separtted, the womin swearlng that
she would be revenged some e After Mme. Vibert’s body lnd been hurted twp
months it was exhuned and mautiloted, and certaln paris were found missing when
the body was dlseovered Iylng on the outslde of the cemotery.

For a tlme the pollee were all at sen on the case, but ot lust they dlscmerthﬂ
that Vibert's miztress Hnd planned and carried out the crlme, with the assistance
of a former lgver: i,

If one of the ghouls was a woman, what motive conld she have had in assisting
in desecrating the grave and mutilating the Body® Was it revenge? T am not sure, |
were working on' the cuse T should make R caveful seapeh for that woman. T
mifght Lie followlng o wrong trall, butheverthelegs 1 should tey and find out If any

wolin prhored o grodee nguiuﬂt any member of the Filton: famity.

The pastieipunts in the ghistly work must have been famiar with the nelgh-
borhood, dnd it would be well for the detectives to make careful nguivies In regard
to: the past life of the woman. Perhnps If they looked futo that past and the past of
nll those who were st soy tinie connectod with her they wonll find the elew whileh
would*lead them o o soltitlon of the mystery.

There Ieone Ineldent o the case which |s suspleious, The SWomon dived with a father
“ani] son Lame( Lm!m. she wie tiken slek I the Loder house and young Loder t.ook

e mimed Luplker. ‘thu

her to toe mﬂﬁ” honse, neullﬂ@ﬂ hy wman nad L
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